The last supper

It was the day before the Feast of Unleavened Bread and time for the Passover meal.
The disciples asked Jesus, “Where do you want us to eat the Passover meal?”
Jesus said, “Go to the city. You will see a man carrying a jar of water.
Follow him to his house. The owner of that house has prepared a large room
upstairs for the meal.”

The disciples were sad and upset. Who would do such a thing?
Jesus knew it was Judas. He told him, “Go and do what you must do.”
Then Judas left the room. He went out alone.

The disciples went to the city and found the house just as Jesus had said.
There they prepared the Passover meal.

Jesus took the bread. He thanked God for it and then broke it into smaller pieces.
He gave each of his disciples a piece of bread and said,
“Eat the bread. Every time you eat bread together, you must remember that I gave my life
for you.”

Jesus knew that he was going back to his heavenly Father soon.
This was going to be his last meal with his disciples.
He had some important things to tell them.

Then he took a cup of wine. Again, he thanked God for it and handed it to them. All of
them drank from it. Jesus said, “Every time you drink wine together, you must remember
that I gave my blood so that your sins can be forgiven.”

Before they began the meal, Jesus stood up.
He took a bowl of water and began to wash his disciples’ feet. He told them, “You must
follow my example. I am your leader, but I just did the job of a slave
and washed your feet. In my kingdom, the leaders are the people
who serve others.”

Jesus was telling them why he was going to die.

Jesus also said, “I am going away, but I will send the Holy Spirit to
you. He will help you and teach you how to follow me. Always
remember to love one another. You show your love by
helping and serving one another.”

Today, his followers all over the world still eat bread and drink wine together to
remember that Jesus gave his life so that their sins would be forgiven.
After the meal, the disciples sang a hymn.
Then they went to the Garden of Gethsemane at the foot of the Mount of Olives outside
Jerusalem.
Matthew 26:17–30 Mark 14:12–26
Luke 22:7–39 John 13:1–17

A little later, while they were eating the meal, Jesus
told them, “One of you is going to betray me to my
enemies.”
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